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Beginning Scotch-Irish Resources

Websites
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~merle  - Newly revised hub for SI research.
http://cyndislist.com  - hub for all genealogical research.
www.genuki.org.uk  - pub for British and Irish research.
http://genealogy.com/university.html   - excellent free courses, especially key for immigration.
www.rootsweb.com/~bifhsusa - Easy to use guides to Immigration Research and British,
including LDS holdings for Irish Civil Registration and their film numbers, Hayes, Smith’s
Inventories, NIDS, etc.
http://www.scotch-irishcentral.org  -- links to Scotch-Irish Society of America, Journal of Scotch-
Irish Studies, the Symposia and various other organizations.
www.familytreemaker.com  -- CDs and online data.  #276 on the Scotch-Irish/

Beginning Bibliography
Colonial Immigration
•  Bailyn, Bernard. The Peopling of British North America: An Introduction.  Vintage Books,

1988.   – Excellent background on colonial immigration.
•  Bailyn, Bernard. Voyagers To the West: A Passage in the Peopling of America on the Eve of

the Revolution. Vintage Books,1986. – Excellent details, especially 1770’s.
•  Cormack, Sharon DeBartolo. Discovering your Immigrant and Ethnic Ancestors.

Betterway Books. Cincinnati, Ohio, 2000. – Key book on immigration research.
•  Dickson, R J. Ulster Emigration to Colonial America, 1718-1775. Ulster Historical Foundation,

Belfast, 1976.   Key book on Ulster Emigration.
•  Fischer, David Hackett. Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America. Oxford

University Press, 1989. KEY.
•  Green, E R R, editor. Essays in Scotch-Irish History. Ulster Historical Foundation, Belfast,

1992.

Scotch Irish
•  Bolton, Charles Knowles. Scotch Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America. Heritage Books, 1989.

THE book on New England Scotch Irish.
•  Dunaway, Wayland F. The Scotch-Irish of Colonial Pennsylvania. Republished by the

Genealogical Publishing Company, 1897.
•  Hanna, Charles A. The Scotch-Irish or the Scot in North Britain, North Ireland, and

North America. Genealogical Publishing Co, 1995.  ALL MUST READ.
•  Jones, Maldwyn A. “Ulster Emigration, 1783-1815” in Essays in Scotch-Irish History”, E R R

Green, Editor. Ulster Historical Foundation, 1992.
•  Leyburn, James G. The Scotch-Irish: A Social History. Chapel Hill: University of North

Carolina Press, 1962.  KEY.
•  Linehan, John C. The Irish Scots and the “Scotch-Irish”. Heritage Books, Bowie, Maryland,

1997.
•  McMaster, Richard K. “Emigrants to New England from the Conolly Estates, 1718” in The

Journal of Scotch-Irish Studies, Spring 2000, Vol 1, No 1. KEY for New England Scotch Irish.
•  Stephenson, Jean. Scotch-Irish Migration to South Carolina, 1772. Genealogical Publishing

Co, 1999.  KEY for South Carolina Scotch-Irish.
•  Wood, Sumner Gilbert, Ulster Scots and Blandford [Ma] Scouts. Heritage Books, Maryland.

KEY for New England Scotch-Irish.
•  Wright, Esmond. “Education in the American Colonies” in Essays in Scotch-Irish History.  E R

R Green, Editor. Ulster Historical Foundation, 1992.
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Ulster/Irish History
•  Agnew, Jean. Belfast Merchant Families in the Seventeenth Century. Dublin, Four Courts

Press, 1996. Key. Genealogy in Scotch-Irish List archives.
•  Bardon, Jonathon. A History of Ulster. Blackstaff Press, Belfast, 1992. Definitive work.
•  Elliott, Marianne. The Catholics of Ulster. Basic Books: New York, 2001. Key to

understanding the history of ethnicity in Ulster.
•  Falls, Cyril.  The Birth of Ulster. Constable, Great Britain, 1998. Much detail on the legal

process that resulted in records – that you hope to find.
•  Holmes, Finlay. The Presbyterian Church in Ireland: A Popular History. Dublin: Columba,

2000. Without reading this you can’t really research Presbyterians in Ireland effectively.
•  Perceval-Maxwell, M. The Scottish Migration to Ulster in the Reign of James I. Belfast: Ulster

Historical Foundation, 1998 (repr.). Paperback. Understand the Plantation and its records.
•  Robinson, Philip. The Plantation of Ulster: British Settlement in an Irish Landscape, 1600-

1670. Belfast: Ulster Historical Foundation, 2000 (reprint). More info on the Plantation.
•  Stewart, A T Q. The Narrow Ground: Aspects of Ulster, 1609- 1969. Blackstaff Press, Belfast,

Northern Ireland, 1977. A very interesting view of Ulster mythology, history, and culture that
has produced Ulster of today.

How to do Irish Genealogy
•  Bell, Robert. The Book of Ulster Surnames. Blackstaff Press, Belfast, 1988. KEY. Look up

ALL your Ulster Surnames. A cure for those who ask “Is my surname Scotch Irish?”.
•  Black, George F. The Surnames of Scotland: Their Origin, Meaning, and History. New York

Public Library, New York, 1996. If you think your surname is Scottish, then it should be in this
book. It’s the definitive work. If it is not in this book, think again.

•  Falley, Margaret Dickson. Irish and Scotch-Irish Ancestral Research. Genealogical
Publishing Company, Baltimore, MD, 1988.Definitive work on Irish and Scotch-Irish research.
Chapters on various religions. MASSIVE amounts of history relevant to genealogical
research—ie the records generated by events that you can use in your family research.

•  Grenham, John. Tracing your Irish Ancestors, second edition. Genealogical Publishing
Company, Baltimore, MD, 1999.  Easy to find and very useful.

•  MacLysaght, Edward. The Surnames of Ireland. Irish Academic Press, Dublin, Portland, Or,
1999. Plus additional volumes. Think your surname is Irish? Should be here then.

•  Radford, A Dwight and Kyle J Betit. Discovering your Irish Ancestors. Betterway Books,
Cincinnati, Ohio, 2001. The most recent work on Irish research. Very highly recommended.

•  Reaney, P H and R M Wilson. A Dictionary of English Surnames. Oxford University Press,
England. 1996. Definitive. Available in an inexpensive paperback.  Ryan, James G, PhD.
Irish Records: Sources for Family and Local History, Revised Edition. Ancestry, 1997.
You won’t be getting anywhere without this book. Covers the most important all-Ireland
records as well as records by county.

On CD #276:

Scotch Irish Pioneers In Ulster and America by Charles Knowles Bolton
 The Scotch-Irish. Or the Scot in North Britain, North Ireland and North America, by Charles A.
Hanna
Scots-Irish Links, 1575-1725. 2 Volumes by David Dobson
 The Scotch-Irish in America by Henry Jones Ford
Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish Settlement in Virginia, Extracted from the Original Court Records of
Augusta County, 1745-1800, by Lyman Chalkley
The Scotch-Irish of Colonial Pennsylvania by Wayland F. Dunaway
Pennsylvania Genealogies, Chiefly Scotch-Irish and German by William Henry Egle
Vital Records of Londonderry, New Hampshire, 1719-1910 by Daniel Gage Annis
 Scotch-Irish Migration to South Carolina, 1772: Rev. William Martin and His Five Shiploads of
Settlers  by Jean Stephenson
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